Lower Spring Lake Protection and 

Rehabilitation District - Special Meeting 

October 24, 2009

Meeting called to order:   Ed called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 

Present-Ed Shields, Mark Ley Linda Plennes and guests Susan Graham and Patricia Cicero.  Ed introduced both guests to the association.

Background-previous management plan:  Patricia started out by sharing so important information regarding our lake.  Patricia handed out and explained an Aquatic Plant Density map that was created given the results of taking samples. We have large amounts of Eurasian water milfoil as indicated on the maps.  Secondly we also have a large amount of Coontail, also indicated on the map.  In smaller amounts Small duckweed and curly-leaf pondweed also indicated on the map.   Patricia referenced her handouts and explained the reports in great detail.  She talked about the background of previous management plans and the different sampling procedures that were used in 1993, and 2005 than in 2008 and 2009.  This information was provided in the handouts as well.  

Aquatic Plant Management:  Previous Management Plan completed in 2005, the control plan was focused on nuisance plant management to improve recreation/navigation.  A proposed new philosophy is to manage the plants with a restoration philosophy.  PROS: Less Eurasian milfoil and curly leaf Pondweed Lake wide, more natives, adaptive management.  CONS: Requires sustained and possibly more expensive effort.  More time needed to facilitate grants.  

Purpose of Meeting:     To obtain public input and feedback.   Comments regarding the breach of the upper dam were made.   Visible loss of 50% of the lily pads on the east end of the lake.  Concerns were heard over the reduction of fish spawning.   What we have more of now are bogs, tree stumps, algae and a loss of lake depth.

Treating algae problems comes with a caution; sometimes treating algae one year can cause an increased algae problem the following year.  Patricia stated that we have stringy type algae here.  Statements regarding our outlet dam, Susan stated that having an outlet dam was a good thing.   Harvesting the aquatic plants was a good thing.  There was no real loss of nutrients either. HAVING A PREVENTION PLAN IS THE KEY!    Concerns-farmers fields and water sheds.  The need to support local laws.   An example was made-for every 1 acre of land construction it affected 500 acres of erosion.

Public Input on Preferred Lake usage:  Patricia then showed several maps of our lake and asked everyone to indicate where they fish, ice fish, boat, paddling, swim, duck hunting, deer, Atv’s, motorcycles, snowmobiles, etc. Patricia will take this information back with her to compile her reports on this meeting.  

Next Steps:  Patricia will prepare her findings and get back to us.  She will be at our January 23rd, 2010 meeting to share this information.   Also February 1st, 2010 is the grant deadline.   

Meeting adjourned:    12:40 pm

